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I N S I D E

Rogers senior crowned 
2013 Daffodil Queen

Rogers High senior Kenna Erhardt 
presided over this month’s Grand Floral 
Parade as the newly crowned Daffodil 
Festival Queen.

Read about Erhardt’s plans for the year 
ahead as queen in an article in the June 
issue of Connections.

Stewart student helps save mother’s life
The chilling 911 call begins with a man 
screaming his wife’s name as she lay 
motionless on the bed.

Tony Smithlin’s 9-year-old son Bryce, 
who just moments earlier was cuddling 
in bed with his mother when he heard 
her gasp, holds the phone to his father’s 
ear so he can hear instructions on how to 
perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
(CPR).

Bryce keeps a tight grip on the phone as 
he watches his father begin to rhythmi-
cally press on his mother’s chest. 

A short time passes before Kyra takes 
some intermittent breaths, but Tony 
nervously tells the dispatcher her pulse is 
“really, really weak.”

The Stewart Elementary third grader can 
be heard faintly in the background. In the 
chaos going on around him, he says to his 
mother in a shaky yet determined voice, 
“Mom, it’s going to be OK.” 

Within minutes, the dispatcher announces 
the fi re truck should be at or near the 
house. Tony tells Bryce to run out and 
meet the emergency crew, which the boy 
does without hesitation.

Once inside, the fi refi ghters and paramed-

ics race upstairs to continue the 
lifesaving efforts.

The 911 call is just the beginning 
of the story of a young boy whose 
courage has forever touched the 
lives of his parents, Central Pierce 
Fire & Rescue personnel, and 
MultiCare Good Samaritan Hos-
pital staff.

What happened on December 15 
even brought Brent Grabinski to 
tears — something the veteran 
fi refi ghter and emergency medical 
technician said “just doesn’t happen 
in my profession. We are trained to 
handle most any situation and not 
get emotional.”

Bryce’s father took a long pause 
as he described what happened 
next as emergency crew members 
worked frantically to save his 
47-year-old wife.

Tears streaming down his face, he 
recounted how he and Bryce went 
downstairs to give the paramedics and 
fi refi ghters more room.

“Bryce was sitting close to me,” Tony 

said. “He grabbed me by the ears, put his 
face right up next to mine, and said, 

Each year the Puyallup School District 
invites nominations for and selects a Vol-
unteer of the Year — one at the elemen-
tary level and another representing grades 
seven through 12 — for exceptional 
service to children.

Of the more than 4,800 volunteers in the 
district this year, Mike Eaton of Edgerton 
Elementary and Cindy Carriveau of Puy-
allup High School have been named the 
2013 Volunteers of the Year.

Both are longtime volunteers who learned 
of the honor last month during surprise 
presentations at their schools.

The Puyallup School Board formally recog-
nized and presented them each with an en-
graved plaque at the April 8 board meeting.

Mike Eaton

Every Tuesday morning like clockwork, 
Mike Eaton arrives at the Edgerton El-
ementary gym 45 minutes before school 
starts to “get to work.”

Sometimes he sets up cones for relay 
races, while other times he stacks basket-
balls under the backboards, arranges Hula- 
Hoops around the gym, or resets the stop 
clock for the fi rst timed activity.

When the morning bell rings, Eaton 
stands at the gym door and welcomes the 
fi rst of nine classes of fourth, fi fth, and 
sixth graders to teacher Greg Farias’s 
P.E. class.

Throughout class, Eaton helps as needed 
with fi tness activities, pairs with students 
who are alone for partner activities, hands 
out class materials, and in his words, has 
“a whole lot of fun.”

The 70-year-old retired attorney, who is 
also a retired Army veteran with 25 years 
of service, routinely joins students for 
warm-up activities such as jumping jacks 
or exercises coordinated with music.

At the end of class, Eaton picks up stray 

Volunteers of the Year exemplify service, leadership

Mike Eaton, this year’s Puyallup School District Volunteer of the 
Year at the elementary level, gets smiles and giggles from Edgerton 
Elementary student Nathan Napalan as the two compete in a rock- 
paper-scissors game with a fi tness focus during P.E. class. continued on page 5

photo courtesy of the Daffodil Festival
Bryce Smithlin gives his mother 
fl owers at a ceremony where he 
received a “Life Saving Award.”

photo by Amber Davies
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Service makes our community a better place 
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District Mission

The Puyallup School District, in 
par tnership  wi th  our  d iverse 
communities, educates and inspires 
students to reach their full potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  
Please direct questions or comments 
to Brian Fox, executive director 
of communications, information, 
and arts education, P.O. Box 370, 
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone (253) 
841-8703; or email foxbd@puyallup.
k12.wa.us. Responses, as appropriate, 
will be provided directly to those who 
contact this offi ce.

Student, educator, and citizen honored

Coordinator: 
Brian Fox

Editor and Writer: 
Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: 
Dale Carrington

Puyallup School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of  sex, race, 
creed, religion, color, national origin, 
age, honorably discharged veteran 
or military status, sexual orientation 
including gender expression or 
identity, the presence of any sensory, 
mental, or physical disability, or the 
use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal by a person with a disability 
in its programs and activities, and 
provides equal access to the Boy 
Scouts and other designated youth 
groups. Questions and complaints 
of alleged discrimination may be 
directed to Lorraine Wilson, assistant 
superintendent of human resources 
(253) 841-8764; chief equity and 
achievement offi cer (253) 840-8966; 
Title IX coordinator (253) 841-8785; 
or Section 504 coordinator (253) 
841-8700.

Throughout this school year, I have 
witnessed a remarkable culture of service 
among students, parents, staff, and com-
munity members. I have had the privilege 
of meeting with students from all of our 
schools and, in many cases, seeing fi rst-
hand their many acts of selfl ess service. In 
brief, I am extremely impressed. The col-
lective commitment to service and support 
for the community is simply outstanding.

Each year for the past eight years, for 
example, thousands of students in all 
grade levels give back to their schools 
and community as part of the March 
Gladness program. The more than 70 
service projects completed between Janu-
ary and March this year is yet another 
example of how schools partner with the 
community to serve those in need. These 
projects have resulted in money raised 
for worthy causes such as cancer re-
search and orphanages on state, national, 
and international levels, as well as in our 
local community through activities such 
as canned food drives and feeding Puyal-
lup’s homeless.

The Communities In Schools of Puyal-
lup program, which enjoys great support 
from our business and faith communities 
as well as local governmental agencies, 
coordinates and sponsors March Gladness 
through an active student leadership team. 
In support of these efforts, many district 
educators help lead students and facilitate 
their work to make our community a bet-
ter place. These staff members volunteer 
hundreds of hours outside of their offi cial 
roles to make certain these projects are a 
success. The giving doesn’t end in March, 
as many students, both individually and 
through school service clubs, give back to 
their community year-round. A culture of 

this level of giving and service takes many 
years to establish and grow. 

As we edge closer to the end of the 
school year and our high school gradu-
ation ceremonies, I also want to give a 
special thank you to the many parents, 
business people, and community mem-
bers who volunteer this time of year 
as part of our high school senior board 
presentations. Senior boards are the 
culmination of a student’s high school 
experience and learning, a graduation 
requirement, and a signifi cant milestone 
in every student’s education. Puyallup’s 
84.3 percent graduation rate exceeds the 
state average (76.6 percent). We remain 
committed to seeing that number grow 
as we intensify our efforts and partner 
with the community to help each child 
be successful throughout their educa-
tional journey.

The long-term commitment evidenced by 
the service that so many students, parents, 
staff, and community members provide 
makes Puyallup a better place every day.

With spring rapidly approaching, this 
time of year provides a great backdrop for 
the remainder of the school year. 

Many of the articles in this issue of 
Connections focus on volunteers and the 
community support our district receives. 
There are more than 4,800 volunteers 
in Puyallup — support that we greatly 
need and appreciate. Without this help, 
many extra school- and education-
related programs would be diffi cult to 
carry forward. The support comes from 
a varied group, and we are all better for 
the service provided. 

In addition to the regular support our 

volunteers provide, district personnel, 
volunteers, and students participated this 
year in more than 70 March Gladness 
service projects. These are short duration 
programs that support specifi c themes and 
programs which address local issues and 
situations.

Our students also provide countless 
hours of volunteer and community 
service work assisting with long-term 
projects in the area. There is a multitude 
of volunteer opportunities, and the time 
and commitment our students give is 
impressive. The number of high school 
students who qualify for the Varsity Let-
ter in Community Service, for example, 
increases yearly.

As the school board’s legislative repre-
sentative, I have been working with staff 
and other school board members from 
within and around the region to assist our 
local legislators in making quality and in-
formed decisions about our schools. The 
top priority is the full funding of educa-
tion as prescribed by the state Supreme 

An Emerald Ridge High School senior 
with a heart for community service, and 
a career specialist from the same high 
school who inspires students to serve, 
are this year’s recipients of the student 
and educator Citizen of the Year awards.

The annual awards, presented by Com-
munities In Schools of Puyallup (CISP), 
recognize students and educators who 
have a passion for community service.

CISP also awarded its 
fi rst-ever Volunteer 
of the Year honor to a 
community member 
who has spent the 
past 10 years helping 
students learn to read. 

The three honorees 
received their awards 

last month during the eighth annual 
CISP Friendraiser Breakfast and auction 
at the Puyallup Fair & Events Center. 
The event raised nearly $15,000.

Student Citizen of the Year Amisha 

Parikh has been a leader in the March 
Gladness community service program for 
her school and has completed more than 
200 hours of community service each 
year for the past three years. In a letter 
nominating her for the award, Parikh is 
described as “one of those rare students 
that instantly wows you! She is passionate 
about serving others and seeking to fi nd 
what community needs there are.”

Educator Citizen of the Year Patti McMul-
lan is dedicated to service in schools and 
in the community. She is described in the 
nomination letter as someone who “is a 
cheerleader for her students” while also 
teaching them “compassion and a true un-
derstanding of what it means to be needy.”

CISP Volunteer of the Year Jerry Kelly 
has been “a devoted tutor” with the Good 
Samaritan Readers tutoring program, in 
which community members are paired 
with a student and volunteer one hour 
each week to help that child boost reading 
skills. The program serves fi rst, second, 
and third graders at Stewart, Karshner, 
and Sunrise elementary schools. 

Read more about all three honorees on 
the Puyallup School District website.

Educator Citizen of the Year 
Patti McMullan (left) joins 
Student Citizen of the Year 
Amisha Parikh. Photo far 
left: Jerry Kelly is this year’s 
Communities In Schools of 
Puyallup Volunteer of the Year.

Court. As you can imagine, this is a dif-
fi cult issue during these fi nancially trying 
times. We continue to remind legislators 
of their commitment to fully fund educa-
tion. Dr. Yeomans and I have already met 
with our legislators once and plan to do 
so again prior to the conclusion of the 
Legislative session.
 
Also, as this school year rushes to a close, 
I would like to thank all of the parents 
and families that support our students and 
the district. Without your support, school 
would be much more diffi cult. Your care, 
concern, and passion for the education of 
students is vitally important for their suc-
cess — thank you. 

Volunteers, thank you again for your 
selfl ess service, and we look forward to 
seeing you again next year.
 
Students, fi nish strong! Make wise deci-
sions this spring. To all of you seniors, 
CONGRATULATIONS. See you at 
graduation!!
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Elementary schools fi nd fi rst-year success with AVID

First gifted education class heads to high school graduation

Success in elementary school can be as 
basic as knowing how to keep an orga-
nized three-ring binder.

Far too many students lose homework as-
signments, teachers say, or simply forget 
to turn them in because they are stuffed 
randomly in their backpacks. Grades drop, 
students get frustrated, and the cycle is 
diffi cult to break.

Improving organizational skills is one of 
several objectives of the Advancement 
Via Individual Determination (AVID) 
program, which has seen proven suc-
cess since it launched in 2006 at Emerald 
Ridge High School.

Since then, the college and career readi-
ness program has spread to the district’s 
other high schools and junior high schools 
and, for the fi rst time this year, to six of 
the district’s 21 elementary schools.

Firgrove, Hunt, Karshner, Waller Road, 
Wildwood, and Woodland elementary 
schools have been teaching AVID strate-
gies this year in grades four, fi ve, and six.

Four additional elementary schools — 
Carson, Pope, Spinning, and Stewart 
— are projected to come on board in the 
2013-14 school year.

The district selected two elementary 
schools from each of the district’s three 
regional learning communities to partici-
pate in the fi rst year of the program. These 
included schools with a high percentage of 
students who qualify for free and reduced-
price lunches or for specialized reading 
and math help.

Students learn organizational tools to be 
responsible and accountable learners, 
including the use of planners to foster a 
“plan-ahead” mentality.

They are also taught goal setting, time 

management, communication skills, ef-
fective note-taking, inquiry methods, how 
to work well in groups, and reading and 
writing strategies that promote critical 
thinking.

The skills comprise habits, behaviors, 
and strategies that students can learn, 
strengthen, and maintain throughout their 
academic careers, said Amy Eveskcige, 
chief academic offi cer of Regional Learn-
ing Community #3.

Eveskcige coordinates the AVID Elem-
entary program with Chief Equity and 
Achievement Offi cer Gerald Denman and 
meets regularly with elementary teachers 
trained in the program.

“AVID provides a high level of expecta-
tions and rigor,” Eveskcige said. “When 
our students graduate high school, we 
want them to walk out as stronger com-

municators and more organized — not just 
for college, but for the working world in 
general.”

While AVID is an elective class in junior 
high and high schools, the elementary 
program is integrated into daily routines 
and lesson plans.

Hunt Elementary fi fth-grade teacher 
Molly Perrine recently reviewed effec-
tive note-taking strategies during a math 
lesson on determining the area of triangles 
and parallelograms.

Perrine began the lesson by sharing an 
AVID poster outlining the “STAR” note-
taking technique: Set up notes, Take notes, 
Add to notes, and Review notes.

She then directed students to fold a 
lined piece of paper twice to create three 
columns and to write headings at the top 

of each column. Below that, they drew a 
diagram of a shape in column one, a label 
for the base and height of the shape in 
column two, and the math formula needed 
to get the answer in column three.

Another AVID strategy, which is com-
monly posted on classroom walls at the 
six elementary schools using the program 
this year, is “SLANT”: Sit up with proper 
posture; Listen, lean forward and track the 
person speaking; Ask on-task questions; 
Nod yes or no; and Talk with your teacher.

Woodland Elementary Principal Eric 
Molver is excited with what he is seeing 
in this inaugural year.

“AVID has helped us to continue to create 
a vibrant school culture where we are 
closing the expectation and opportunity 
gaps that many of our students face,” he 
said. “Through a combination of excellent 
teaching, rigorous curriculum, strategic 
support, and organizational tools, every 
Woodland student will be successful.”

Woodland Elementary fourth-grade 
teacher Katie Anderson said the SLANT 
poster is a silent reminder of what stu-
dents should be doing and what effective 
behavior and learning should look like. 
All she has to do is glance at the poster, 
she said, and her students quickly respond 
with appropriate behavior.

Anderson’s colleague, fi fth-grade teacher 
Allan Cranston, has spent considerable 
time this year teaching students how to 
make daily entries in their school plan-
ners, such as recording homework assign-
ments, book reports, and event reminders.

On this day, students wrote that they 
needed to bring an empty plastic water 
bottle and duct tape for a science project. 
Cranston also had them write down the 

continued on page 5

Hunt Elementary student John Romero uses the Advancement Via 
Individual Determination (AVID) three-column note-taking strategies 
during a fi fth-grade math lesson.

Seven years ago, Riley Burger earned a 
spot as one of 60 students from through-
out the district to be accepted into a new 
gifted education program at Kalles Junior 
High.

This June, Burger and his former junior 
high classmates will receive their high 
school diplomas, marking the fi rst Puyal-
lup Accelerated Gifted Education (PAGE) 
graduating class.

The Class of 2013 PAGE students will 
reunite with their Kalles Junior High 
teachers this spring to celebrate their 
involvement in the gifted program, update 
one another on high school successes, and 
share about future plans.

“This fi rst class of PAGE deserves special 
recognition and thanks for demanding, 
enduring, and creating the program for all 
who have followed,” said math teacher 
Billie Lane.

The Academic Booster Club for highly 
capable students will also award a $1,000 
merit-based scholarship for the fi rst time 
this year to a graduating senior who has 
been in a highly capable program in 
elementary school and in the district’s 
PAGE program in junior high.

PAGE program

The PAGE program offers rigorous and 
accelerated classroom learning that is be-
yond what is offered in junior high honors 
courses.

Students delve into topics in-depth and 
work on skills to prepare them for future 
Advanced Placement coursework in high 

school, said program coordinator Nancy 
Velazquez. She also oversees the elemen-
tary QUEST program for highly capable 
students.

PAGE has grown steadily in enrollment 
since it fi rst welcomed seventh graders 
in 2007. Eighth- and ninth-grade PAGE 
classes launched the subsequent two 
years, and science joined math, English, 
and social studies as a course offering 
in 2010.

Students test into the program and, de-
pending on their scores, are placed in two 
or more of the gifted classes. Buses trans-
port students to and from Kalles Junior 
High from throughout the district.

By keeping PAGE students together at 
the same school with the same instructors 
for all three years, teachers get to know 
students well and can tailor curricula to 
meet their academic and social needs, said 
PAGE English teacher Lisa Kreiger.

This, she said, results “in a true learning 
community that both supports and chal-
lenges each member.”

Kreiger’s teaching partner Jeanna Kooser, 
who teaches social studies, said it helps 
that PAGE students are in classes with 
peers who are at the same level intellectu-
ally. “They quickly learn that they can’t sit 
there and rest on their laurels.”

Principal Mario Casello said the key to the 
program’s success is in a team of teach-
ers who are “dedicated to our mission and 
provide the most rigorous academic pos-
sibilities. There are very high expectations 
of the students, and they are challenged 

every day and pushed to their highest 
potential.”

Riley Burger, Rogers High

Like many other PAGE students, Riley 
Burger joined PAGE after participating in 
the QUEST program for highly capable 
students in grades three through six.

Since leaving Kalles Junior High, Burger 
has taken a heavy load of Advanced 
Placement (AP) courses at Rogers High 
School and achieved the top score pos-
sible on all four of the national tests taken 
in his junior year.

He scored a “5” in AP World History, 
AP Language and Composition, AP U.S. 
History, and AP Calculus and will take 
three more AP exams next month to test 
his knowledge in physics, literature, and 
government.

“PAGE taught me I can be my own best 
motivator,” he said. “I learned I can really 
push myself to go further.”

While ranked among the top students 
academically, Burger has also been in-
volved in a number of elective and 

continued on page 10

Kalles Junior High eighth graders (from left) Alexa Schieche, Renee 
Martin, Deepa Bajwa, Carly Tryon, and Monique Ly discuss a social 
studies assignment last month as part of the Puyallup Accelerated 
Gifted Education (PAGE) program. 
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‘No matter what, Dad, we’re going to be 
OK.’”

The boy’s courage continued in the 
hospital waiting room, and it didn’t go 
unnoticed.

“He is an amazing young boy,” said 
Shannon Pulley, administrative supervisor 
of MultiCare Good Samaritan Hospital. 
Pulley was called to the emergency 
room as a code responder when Kyra 
was wheeled in. She remained with the 
Smithlin family that day during their time 
in the emergency room and later in the 
intensive care unit.

“He remained level-headed and really 
kept his dad’s courage going,” Pulley said. 
“It was something to see a boy that age 
have such strength. In the middle of the 
whole scenario, he told me in the emer-
gency room, ‘Can you tell my mom I love 
her?’ It was so important to him that she 
was notifi ed of that. There 
is a relationship there that is 
totally unbreakable.”

Grabinski, the fi refi ghter and 
emergency medical techni-
cian with Central Pierce Fire 
& Rescue, was also im-
pressed with Bryce’s bravery. 
Grabinski works at Station 
72 off Shaw Road in Pierce 
County.

“It’s scary enough for an 
adult to call 911, but then he had the 
courage at that age to hold the phone to 
his dad’s ear and watch everything that 
happened with his mom,” he said. “I can’t 
imagine a 9-year-old going through some-
thing like that.”

Grabinski was at Good Samaritan Hospi-
tal on another call when Pulley stopped 
him and said there was a young boy on 
the fi fth fl oor who wanted to talk to some 
fi refi ghters.

He and his partner met Bryce in the wait-
ing room, gave him stickers, and praised 
him for how he handled the 911 call. 
After walking away, Grabinski said he 
felt compelled to stop, come back around 
the corner, and hand Bryce his business 
card and phone number. He promised to 
give the boy a tour of the fi re station when 

things calmed down.

“He tugged at my heartstrings,” Grabinski 
said.

Not long after that, Tony said his wife’s 
heart stopped. Hospital staff tried 40 times 
to revive her with defi brillator paddles, as 
well as with medicine, before he was told 
there was nothing more to do.

“I went out to the waiting room to tell the 
family they needed to say their goodbyes,” 
Tony recalled. “Bryce said, ‘Dad, I want 
you to tell me the truth,’ and I told him, 
‘Mom’s probably not going to make it.’”

Bryce remembers clearly what happened 
next.

“I climbed up on her bed and said I love 
you, Mom,” Bryce said. “I said it’s OK 
to give up if you just can’t make it, but if 
you can work hard, please do it. I also told 
her I’m sorry if I was ever bad and that I 
know you love me.”

As a room full of doctors, nurses, and 
family members looked on, Kyra’s heart 
rate and blood pressure started to rise.

Bryce continued to talk to 
his mother for nearly three 
hours, his father said, until 
the boy eventually fell asleep 
on the bed. While Kyra was 
unconscious through it all, 
her vital signs stabilized.

When she did fi nally awake, 
Pulley remembers she 
couldn’t speak but wrote 
on a paper tablet, “Bryce is 
amazing.”

Pulley summarized the experience by say-
ing, “In my seven years here, I’ve never 
seen something like this.”

Kyra spent another 2-1/2 weeks in 
intensive care before being transferred 
to Tacoma General Hospital, where she 
underwent surgery to have a pacemaker 
and defi brillator installed.

Since then, she has learned that her heart 
stopped due to noncompaction cardiomy-
opathy — a rare medical condition she 
unknowingly had since birth. Symptoms 
range in severity, and most are result of a 
poor pumping performance by the heart. 

Hailed as a hero

Kyra, who doesn’t remember anything 

about her emergency at home or the near-
death experience in the hospital, returned 
to work in February. While she gets tired 
easily, she said she is doing well and is 
thankful to be alive.

She said her son’s bravery during her 
ordeal doesn’t surprise her, “because he’s 
got the biggest heart of anyone I’ve ever 
met.”

Kyra described how several years ago 
she found Bryce in the front yard holding 
a sign advertising cookies for sale. He 
raised $200 for cancer research that day in 
memory of a neighbor who died of lung 
cancer. The boy also participates in the an-
nual Relay for Life cancer fundraiser.

On February 11, Kyra sat in the front row 
of a Central Pierce Fire & Rescue recogni-
tion ceremony in honor of her husband 
and son.

Stewart Elementary Principal Anne 
Hoban, Bryce’s teacher Stephanie Taylor, 
school offi ce manager Liz Pederson, and 
secretary Colleen Paeper attended the 
standing-room-only ceremony at Station 
60 in Spanaway.

“Bryce is a positive leader who puts the 
needs of others fi rst,” his teacher said.

The department presented Tony and 
Bryce with engraved “Life Saving Award” 

plaques recognizing their “outstanding 
support by assisting with CPR and saving 
a life on December 15, 2012.” 

A teary-eyed Grabinski, who coordinated 
the event, presented them each with a 
plaque and a union coin he had inscribed 
with their names. Firefi ghters receive the 
union coins when they are hired, he ex-
plained, and “very seldom does the union 
give this out to a nonmember.”

“People look to us like we are heroes, but in 
my eyes this kid is a hero,” Grabinski said.

Life has since returned to normal for 
Bryce, who likes to play paintball, read 
joke books, and play with his basset 
hound “Louie,” his two cats “Gang-
ster” and “Zoomer,” his bearded dragon 
“Rex,” and his three rats “Fiji,” “Yoshi,” 
and “Astro.”

He has since taken a tour of the fi re station 
as Grabinski promised and was thrilled 
when the school principal called his name 
over the intercom the morning after the 
award ceremony to tell the school they 
had a hero amongst them.

To Bryce, it’s much more basic than that.

“I was just helping my mom,” he said. “I 
had to do what I did. And for people who 
don’t believe in miracles — hey, I got to 
see one myself.”

Stewart student helps 
save mother’s life
continued from page 1

Brent Grabinski, fi refi ghter and emergency medical technician with 
Central Pierce Fire & Rescue, presents Stewart Elementary student 
Bryce Smithlin with a “Life Saving Award.” Standing with him is 
Bryce’s father Tony, who received the same award.

photo by Amber Davies

Firgrove Family Room supports parent involvement
For years Blair Slankard has wanted 
to be more involved at her son’s and 
daughter’s elementary school. Her vol-
unteer time has been limited, however, 
because of also caring for a preschooler 
at home.

A new “Family Room” at Firgrove 
Elementary School provides a place for 
Slankard and other parents like her to 
volunteer and take care of their younger 
children at the same time.

The spacious room, formerly a class-
room, opened in December down the 
hall from the school offi ce. More than 
50 people attended a grand opening 
celebration.

The Family Room provides a place for 
volunteers to cut out shapes for class-
room bulletin boards, correct spelling 
tests, and work with students as they 
learn to read or do math.

The volunteers’ young children, mean-
while, can play quietly near them in an 
area fi lled with bins of colorful hands-on 

activities and a small table and chair set.

The room is also furnished with a couch 
and chairs where adults can sit and chat, 
as well as child-sized beanbag chairs.

A mini refrigerator is stocked with cold 
juice packets for children who get thirsty, 
and a countertop is lined with snacks, cof-
fee, and hot chocolate — all offered at no 
cost to Firgrove Elementary families.

A lending library is set up to encourage 
families to take books home, and donated 
children’s clothing and perishable food 
items are free for the taking.

“We needed a place for families to come 
and feel welcome,” said Principal Lisa 
Russell-Nolan. “We want families with 
little ones to know that we have a spot 
for everyone, and we want all of our 
families to know we are here as partners 
to help them navigate the education 
system.”

Russell-Nolan schedules one hour in the 
Family Room each month for “Coffee 
with the Principal.” She encourages 
Firgrove Elementary parents, caregiv-
ers, or other family members to drop in, 
ask questions, share successes, or simply 
chat with her informally.

The Family Room is the fi rst of its type 
among the district’s 21 elementary 
schools. Community donations combined 
with federal grant money help pay for 

Firgrove Elementary volunteer Blair Slankard listens to fi rst grader 
Rachel Hart read in the new Family Room.

continued on page 11
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jackets and hangs them on a lost-and-
found rack he monitors outside of the 
gym, resets the stop clock, and heads to 
the door to welcome the next class.

“He’s fun,” said fourth grader Nathan 
Napalan, who giggled as he competed 
against Eaton in a game that resembles 
rock-paper-scissors, only with a fi tness 
focus.

Eaton, who drives to and from the school 
each week from his home in Eatonville, 
has volunteered for nearly eight straight 
years. He started helping when his old-
est grandson, now a junior at Emerald 
Ridge High, was in fourth grade at Hunt 
Elementary. Eaton continued to volunteer 

when his younger 
twin grandsons, who 
are now at Glacier 
View Junior High, 
attended there.

When Farias left 
Hunt Elementary to 
begin teaching at the 
newly built Edgerton 
Elementary in 2007, 
Eaton followed.
 

“Greg is a great teacher and is great with 
the kids,” Eaton said. “I had a ball work-
ing with him at Hunt, so I offered to help 
him when he moved to Edgerton.”

When Farias needs help in basketball, for 
example, Eaton will help teach students 
dribbling or shooting skills or will referee 
a game. He draws on teaching techniques 
he used as a volunteer basketball coach at 
a private school in California. 

Farias said Eaton’s help is invaluable.

“Having another pair of eyes teaching 
fundamental skills, saying an encourag-
ing word, and helping with students 
individually is priceless,” he said. “Mike 
Eaton represents the best in all of our 
district volunteers in how much he cares 
for all of our students at Edgerton.”

In addition to helping in P.E., Eaton leads 
a 20-minute public speaking class two 
Wednesdays a month for sixth graders.

About 20 students signed up for the fi rst 
class, and that number has nearly doubled 
as word of its success has spread.

Eaton said he tries to make the class 
fun while teaching the basics of public 
speaking. Attendance is voluntary, and no 
grades are given.

The fi rst fi ve minutes are spent teaching 
students about a specifi c topic, such as 
stage fright or dressing for success.

Eaton then reaches into a stack of index 
cards, each one containing the name of a 
student in class, and randomly selects one 
to speak at a podium. Students are given 
a surprise prompt, such as “If I were the 
principal at Edgerton, I would…,” and are 
asked to deliver a one-minute speech.

Everyone claps at the end of each speech, 
and Eaton shares with speakers what they 
did well and how they can improve.

Eaton’s other volunteer work includes 
helping with the noon intramural program, 
mostly to help prepare students for two an-
nual events at Sparks Stadium: a math relay, 
and the Elementary District Track Meet.

He also participates each year in the 
school’s annual 5K Fun Run to raise mon-
ey for cancer research, helps with Field 
Day activities, contributes to the school 
food drive, and has been a guest speaker at 
other district schools.

“Mike is a committed champion of kids 
and of Edgerton Elementary,” said Princi-
pal Steve Leifsen.

Leifsen said Eaton’s volunteer work in P.E. 
“builds confi dence in kids through joyful 
pursuit of fi tness.” The public speaking 
class, he added, helps sixth graders devel-
op skills to speak concisely and confi dently 
with a variety of audiences.

“Sixth grade is a tough year develop-
mentally for kids, and typically very few 
students this age have the interest or confi -
dence to speak in front of others,” Leifsen 
said. “Because of the trusting relation-
ships Mike has formed with our kids, they 
discover that not only is it possible, but 
it is enjoyable to speak. This opportunity 
is a great one for students to develop the 
necessary confi dence to continue to speak 
in front of classes and other groups as they 
continue through school.”

Cindy Carriveau

Cindy Carriveau has been an active school 
volunteer for the past 17 years, beginning 
when she enrolled her daughter in kinder-
garten in 1996 and her son four years later.

At the elementary level, she has volunteered 
in classrooms, helped students select books 
at annual school book fairs, sold candy on 
movie nights, waved fl ags to entice Puyal-
lup fairgoers to give their parking money 
to Meeker Elementary, and popped endless 
bags of popcorn at school events.

She has also chaperoned fi eld trips, served 
as a PTA member and offi cer, and created 
a yearbook of memories for sixth graders 
before they transitioned to junior high.
Once her daughter moved to Kalles Junior 
High, Carriveau jumped into the volunteer 
role there as well, all the while continuing 

to help at Meeker Elementary where her 
son still attended.

She worked two days a week at Kalles 
Junior High to help students order, price, 
and stock school supplies, candy, and 
spirit wear in the student store.

“I liked seeing how the kids took owner-
ship of the store and ran it like a busi-
ness,” she said. 

Similarly, when her daughter moved to 
Puyallup High and her son was at Kalles 
Junior High, she split her volunteer time 
between both campuses. Carriveau helped 
sell merchandise at football games, signed 
up for the parent Booster Club, and again 
was elected as an offi cer to the Booster 
Club, both at the junior high and high 
school levels.

All of these years, 
Carriveau held down a 
full-time job as a lean 
process improvement 
consultant for The 
Boeing Co. When her 
children were younger, 
she said she worked 
more hours at home 
so she could help on 
campus during the 
school day.

As they grew older, she created a schedule 
that allowed her to go to work early in the 
morning and fi nish by 2:30 p.m. This has 
allowed her time, she said, to volunteer at 
the Puyallup High concession stand and 
other after-school or evening events.

Carriveau has spent numerous hours helping 
with the ordering, stocking, training, and 
supervising of the high school concession 
stand, as well as keeping track of the hours 
that students and parents work in the booth 

during night and weekend athletic events.
 
This past year, she has also assisted with 
the Puyallup High Special Olympics 
program. Her son Devin, a senior, is a 
peer partner with the program. Carriveau’s 
daughter, Danielle, graduated from Puyal-
lup High in 2009.

Carriveau helps one-on-one with athletes 
at team practices, cheers them on at re-
gional athletic events, and helps chaper-
one trips to the state Special Olympics 
tournament in Wenatchee.

“I love working with these student athletes 
and seeing the rewards on their faces,” she 
said.

Puyallup pride runs deep in Carriveau’s 
family. She graduated from Puyallup in 
1984 and her father, Clayton Sparks, was 
a Viking in the Class of 1953. Sparks 
Stadium is named after her grandfather, 
Carl Sparks.

“Cindy was born a Viking,” said Puyallup 
High Principal Jason Smith. “Through-
out her years at Puyallup High, she has 
worked passionately to support students 
and the district.”

Kalles Junior High Principal Mario Ca-
sello also spoke highly of her years with 
the Tyees.

“She had that ‘can do’ attitude and always 
fi gured out a way to make it work for the 
school,” he said. “Because of her service 
to the school, which she did in a variety 
of ways, she helped students achieve at a 
higher level.”

Anne Hoban, who was principal at 
Meeker Elementary during the years that 
Carriveau volunteered there, praised Car-
riveau for her “strong and positive leader-
ship in PTA and her ethical, compassion-
ate approach in her work with others — a 
very caring individual who has the best 
interest of children in mind.”

Carriveau’s volunteer work was recog-
nized by Meeker Elementary years ago 
when she was chosen to receive the presti-
gious Golden Acorn award. 

She said she was stunned when her name 
was announced as Volunteer of the Year 
during last month’s Special Olympics 
basketball game at Puyallup High.

“I’ve read about others in past years who 
have received the award, and I always 
thought that those people really put in a 
lot of time,” she said. “Never did I think it 
could be me.”

Volunteering is rewarding, she said, “be-
cause you can see the accomplishment 
students feel when they achieve something 
on their own. They are developing skills and 
putting them to good use, and a volunteer 
can help prepare them for the next step in 
life, whether that is college or getting a job.”

Volunteers of the Year
continued from page 1

Cindy Carriveau, this year’s Volunteer of the Year at the junior high 
and high school levels, pops popcorn during a “Pack the Gym” 
fundraiser for Special Olympics.

date of an upcoming social studies pre-
test and fi nal exam.

Lastly, he had students use a colored 
highlighter of their choice to bring extra 
attention to the listing of items needed 
for the science project.

Bridging communication between 
school and home is another important 
aspect of AVID and one that Cranston 
also reinforces with the planners. Every 
night, parents must sign the bottom of 
that day’s entries indicating they have 
reviewed the information.

“This way, parents know every day what 
is happening in the classroom,” Crans-
ton said.

Fifth grader Maddy Abel said she likes 
how her planner has different sections for 
each subject and how the months are ar-

ranged in different colors. “It keeps me 
organized,” she said.

In an effort to make sure student bind-
ers stay organized throughout the year, 
Cranston appoints “desk captains” to do 
daily binder checks of students sitting 
in their assigned area. Materials must be 
secure inside the binder, fi led in the cor-
rect subject area, and ready to retrieve at 
a moment’s notice.

“They are holding themselves, and their 
peers, accountable,” he said.

While planners, notebooks, and individual 
learning strategies that make up AVID are 
all critical, Anderson said she also appreci-
ates what the program represents overall.

“All children need to know that they are 
responsible for their own destiny,” she 
said. “It is that individual determination 
that shapes who we are or become.”

AVID Elementary
continued from page 3

Woodland Elementary student 
Jack Johnston stays organized 
by writing in his school planner.

MIke Eaton

Cindy
Carriveau
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Helping hands, Huge hearts
Thousands of students serve

community during March Gladness
They collected coins to fund cancer research, made sandwiches for the homeless, and packed the gym to raise money for high school Special 

Olympics teams. They gathered toys for children in the hospital, decorated cookies with senior citizens, cleaned local trails, and made literacy 
books for a children’s museum. Thousands of students from elementary through high school participated in the eighth annual March Gladness 

community service project. The program, sponsored by Communities In Schools of Puyallup in partnership with the school district, encourages 
students to plan service projects between January and March that benefi t people or causes locally, regionally, and worldwide.

Each of the district’s 32 schools participated in March Gladness this year. The total number of volunteers and money raised will be announced this 
spring on the school district website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. More March Gladness photos from school projects throughout the district are also 
on the website.

Woodland Elementary student Madeline 
Baidoo-Essien jumps rope to help raise 
money for a classmate and his older 
brother at Ballou Junior High who have  
degenerative kidney disease and will 
both need transplants. The schoolwide 
jump-a-thon and other fundraisers 
brought in more than $11,000.

Kalles Junior High students (from left) Shelby 
Shamblin, Paige Westling, and Sarah Ormiston 
celebrate after scoring a basket against Ballou Junior 
High during Pack the Gym night at Puyallup High to 
raise money for the school district’s Special Olympics 
program. Rogers and Puyallup high school Special 
Olympics basketball teams also competed. The event 
raised nearly $1,000. 

Ferrucci Junior High students (from left) Rachel Beritich 
and Rachel Hinz help plant trees and clear brush along 
Puget Sound Creek. They joined 25 of their classmates 
and school advisers in a community service project 
through United Way’s “Live United” and the Puget Sound 
Restoration Society.

Mt. View Elementary Associated Student Body offi cers and their adviser, Nancy Kreuger, hold some 
of the more than 800 children’s toys, stuffed animals, crayons, and coloring books collected in a 
weeklong drive for the MultiCare Good Samaritan Hospital pediatrics unit. The students personally 
delivered the items to the hospital, where they received thanks from nurses and doctors on duty.

Casen Buswell, son of Kalles 
Junior High teacher Jenna 
Buswell, claps for a crowd 
gathered at the fourth annual 
Cops vs. Teachers Charity 
Basketball Game at Ferrucci 
Junior High. More than 
$5,000 was raised to help 
with medical costs for a rare 
condition Casen has had 
since birth.

photo courtesy of Baron Coleman

Making sandwiches for Puyallup’s homeless are (from left) Aylen 
Junior High ninth graders Elizabeth Luong and Sara Son, and 
Rogers High sophomore Hailey Swindall.  All three students serve 
on the March Gladness Student Leadership Team.

Stahl Junior High eighth grader Bella Kong helps Stella Bjornson, a 
resident at the Silver Creek by Bonaventure retirement community, 
decorate sugar cookies. About 50 junior high students baked the 
cookies at school and then visited the retirement home to decorate 
and deliver the treats.

Meeker Elementary students walk the track at Sparks Stadium as 
part of the school’s Walk for Hope March Gladness project. The 
event raised more than $2,100 to provide schools, medical care, and 
clean water for children in Ethiopia.
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Winter sports wrap-up
Emerald Ridge gymnasts get fi rst state championship win
The undefeated Emerald Ridge High 
gymnastics team vaulted to its fi rst state 
team championship in school history in a 
come-from-behind victory that kept the 
Jaguars on edge until the fi nal minutes of 
the meet.

“All of us, coaches and students, were 
sitting together on the fl oor at the Tacoma 
Dome holding hands,” said Coach Bobbi 
Jones. “When they announced Wood-
inville in second place, we knew at that 
moment we had won and it was just pure 
eruption with screaming and hugging. The 
parents in the stands were screaming too. 
It was priceless.”

The celebration was even sweeter, she 
said, as two of the Emerald Ridge High 
gymnasts medaled by landing in one of 
the top eight spots statewide in individual 
bars, beam, vault, fl oor, and all-around 
events.

The school’s fi rst state gymnastics team 
championship joins other key victories 
around the district this winter sports sea-
son, including an academic state champi-
onship for the Rogers High School band, 
several academic team awards, a coach of 
the year, and numerous individual state 
medalists in their respective sports.

Rick Wells, director of athletics, health, 
and fi tness, presented the winter sports 
wrap-up at last month’s Puyallup School 
Board meeting, introduced the state cham-
pionship gymnastics team, and recognized 
Jones as the South Puget Sound League 
(SPSL) South Division Coach of the Year.

Wells also recognized the Emerald Ridge 
High gymnastics team for winning the 
SPSL South Division and West Central 
District titles, receiving an SPSL sports-
manship award, and earning an outstand-
ing state academic team award for a 3.79 

team grade point average.

“Such a high honor is indicative of those 
who have not only achieved signifi cant 
success in the gymnasium, but also for 
those who demonstrated the highest stan-
dards of hard work, commitment, and ded-
ication,” Wells said. “The JAG gymnastics 
team is a team that the Puyallup School 
District and the greater Puyallup commu-
nity can take the utmost pride.”

Emerald Ridge High also recognized 
the team with a schoolwide assembly 
in which the championship trophy was 
presented to the school and team members 
demonstrated several of their winning 
beam, vault, and fl oor exercises.

To read the full article about the team’s 
state title, including comments from the 
athletes, visit the school district website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Other winter season athletics and activi-
ties highlights include:
• The Rogers High School band, under 

the direction of Bruce Leonardy, was 
named the Washington Interscholastic 
Activities Association (WIAA) Class 
4A State Academic Champion — the 
highest academic award possible. The 
team had a combined 3.689 grade 
point average. 

• Puyallup High junior Matt Voss won 
the state wrestling championship in 

The Emerald Ridge High gymnastics team is all smiles after 
winning its fi rst-ever state championship title.

photo courtesy of David Clarke

Ninth graders will have an opportunity 
to participate in all boys and girls high 
school athletics offered in the Puyallup 
School District beginning in fall 2014.

The school board unanimously agreed on 
March 25 with a recommendation from 
Superintendent Tim Yeomans to spend the 
next year developing a plan that will give 
ninth graders an opportunity to compete at 
the highest level.

The plan, which will be presented to 
the school board in April 2014, should 
address questions of 
participation and be 
consistent with the 
district’s strategic vi-
sion of equity, equal 
opportunity, and high 
performance, Yeomans 
said.

A team of all seven 
junior high and three 
high school athletic coordinators will 
begin working on the implementation 
plan this spring and continue meeting 
over the next year. The work will be 
overseen by the Offi ce of Equity and 
Achievement.

Three community meetings will be held 
this fall to invite public comments and 
suggestions on how to implement the plan 
smoothly, said Rick Wells, director of 
athletics, health, and fi tness.

Meeting dates and locations will be an-
nounced on the district website after they 
have been established.

All high school sports open to ninth graders in fall 2014
For years the Puyallup School District has 
allowed ninth-grade participation on high 
school athletic teams in some, but not all, 
sports.

Students have been able to participate at 
the high school level in baseball, boys 
cross country, golf, boys soccer, softball, 
swimming and diving, tennis, bowling, 
gymnastics, and water polo, Wells said.

Yeomans said his recommendation comes 
after several months of in-depth review 
and will bring the Puyallup School Dis-

trict into alignment 
with opportunities 
given to other ninth-
grade student athletes 
statewide.

Puyallup will be the 
only school district 
along the Interstate 5 
corridor from Oregon 
to Canada that does not 

use a ninth- through twelfth-grade athletic 
confi guration, Wells said.
 
In presenting his recommendation to the 
school board Yeomans said, “It will be 
our effort to make sure that we come into 
alignment within our league and within 
the state to make sure that all of our kids 
have that opportunity.”

Transportation, uniforms, and other 
fi nancial implications will be addressed 
as part of the implementation plan, Wells 
said. The superintendent’s recommenda-
tion directs that the budget for the new 
athletic confi guration be similar to what 

is currently spent on athletics.

Director Dane Looker reminded the 
school board that the issue is not just 
about athletics. Looker participated in 
sports at Puyallup High, played profes-
sional football after high school, and has 
helped in past years as a Vikings football 
coach.

“Athletics is such a great vehicle to pro-
mote academic success as well for many 
of our kids,” he said. “I know it was for 

me in high school.”

Board President Chris Ihrig said he looks 
forward to the community being involved 
in regional meetings this fall. 

“At the core of this recommendation is 
community involvement — community 
feedback,” Ihrig said. “I think it is a good 
opportunity for healthy discourse in our 
community to come to a win-win for 
everybody.”

The Rogers High School football team practices last fall at 
Sparks Stadium. Beginning in fall 2014, ninth graders will have an 
opportunity to participate in all boys and girls high school athletics 
offered in the Puyallup School District.

“It will be our effort to make 
sure that we come into alignment 
within our league and within the 
state to make sure that all of our 
kids have that opportunity.”

Superintendent Tim Yeomans

the 220-pound weight class after a 
perfect 38-0 season. Jordyn Bartelson, 
an Edgemont Junior High ninth grader 
who competes on the Puyallup High 
girls wrestling team, also claimed state 
victory in the 118-pound weight class. 
Other students who landed in the top 
eight medalist spots at state include 
Puyallup High junior Joseph Meyer 
in fourth place in the 195-pound 
weight class, Puyallup High junior 
Trent Nivala in fourth place in the 
285-pound weight class, Puyallup 
High sophomore Haley Franich in 
fourth place in the 106-pound weight 
class, Rogers High senior Damian 
Jackson in fi fth place in the 152-pound 
weight class, Rogers High junior 
Brandon Brenenstahl in fi fth place 
in the 145-pound weight class, and 
Puyallup High junior Jasmine Tuilaepa 
in fi fth place in the 190-pound weight 
class. Rogers High senior Kendra 
Smith nabbed sixth place at state in the 
100-pound weight class.

• The Puyallup High bowling team 
placed seventh in state, followed by 
Emerald Ridge High in eighth place. 
Rogers High bowler Alyssa Feller, a 
ninth grader at Stahl Junior High, took 
third place in state, while Emerald 
Ridge High sophomore Elisa Couch 
placed sixth at state in individual 
standings. 

• Rogers High swimmer Christian 
Barrett, a senior, set a new school 
record (1:46.57) and took seventh 
place at state in the 200-meter 
freestyle. Teammate Mitchell Crossen, 
a sophomore, also medaled with an 
eighth-place fi nish in the 100-meter 
freestyle.

A complete school-by-school listing of 
team and individual winter sports season 
accomplishments is on the district website.
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Board ponders election plans and invites input District announces  
leadership positions
The following leadership positions have 
been announced, effective July 1. Pho-
tos and a biography of each administra-
tor are on the district website.

School principals

Guy Kovacs, principal at Kalles Junior 
High; currently assistant principal at 
Rogers High School. He replaces Mario 
Casello, who is leaving to become a 
secondary principal at an international 
school in Thailand.

Lisa McNamara, principal at Sun-
rise Elementary; currently principal at 
Brouillet Elementary. She replaces Ter-
rie Garrison, who is leaving to become 
an elementary principal in Qatar. 

Kristen Schroeder, principal at Fir-
grove Elementary; currently principal at 
James Sales Elementary in the Franklin 
Pierce School District.

Nancy Strobel, principal at Brouillet 
Elementary; currently principal at Mt. 
View Elementary.

District leadership

Phillip Anderson, director of maintenance; 
currently maintenance planner. He replaces 
Leonard Cassman, who is retiring.

Amie Brandmire, executive director of 
human resources, employee relations, 
and school support; currently director of 
employee relations.

Casey Cox will oversee the Human 
Resources department in addition to his 
current work as assistant superinten-
dent of instructional and organizational 
alignment. Lorraine Wilson, currently 
assistant superintendent of human 
resources, has accepted a job with a 
Seattle law fi rm.

Mark Knight, executive director of 
college and career readiness; currently 
director of instructional leadership. He 
replaces Mike Joyner, who is retiring.

Glenn Malone, executive director of 
assessment, accountability, and student 
success; currently director of assess-
ment and accountability.

Lisa Russell-Nolan, director of instruc-
tional leadership; currently principal at 
Firgrove Elementary.

Coaches inducted into state and national Hall of Fame

The Puyallup School Board invites com-
munity input as it ponders election options 
for the 2013-14 school year in the wake of 
a failed school bond measure in February.

The board will not rerun the bond mea-
sure this spring, but it hasn’t ruled out 
returning to voters sometime in the next 
school year.

The $279.6 million bond proposed in Feb-
ruary fell short of the required 60 percent 
supermajority of yes votes needed to pass 
the measure. The bond received 55.49 
percent (14,679 yes votes), compared to 
44.51 percent (11,774 no votes).

This is the fourth time in the past six years 
that the district has gone to voters in an 
election to request money to pay for new 
schools, renovate aging facilities, update 
technology, or make other school im-
provements.

President Chris Ihrig joined fellow direc-
tors in encouraging the community to 
contact them with thoughts about how to 
proceed in meeting the district’s “urgent 
needs.”

“It is a deep commitment of this board and 
this administration to put ourselves in a 
position to hear and continue to hear and 
be in dialogue,” Ihrig said. “So I would 
invite any and all, whether you voted yes, 
voted no, or didn’t vote at all, to share 
your opinions.”

Ihrig continued, “What on the bond list 
strikes you as important and what doesn’t 
so we can make some much-needed deci-
sions in the near future?” 

Board members discussed the election 
results during a board meeting and a study 
session following 
the February 12 
special election.
 
“I’m disappointed. 
I’m frustrated. I 
know what the re-
sources can do for the district,” Ihrig said. 
“We have urgent needs in our district such 
as overcrowding, technology, and safety, 
and they are impacting our ability to be a 
district of excellence supporting our kids 
across the board.”

Chief Operations Offi cer Rudy Fyles pre-
sented the board with a list of immediate 
challenges as a result of February’s bond 
failure. 

Without the money to build new schools 
or add classroom space to existing 

facilities, Fyles said the board will need 
to consider moving students from schools 
that are crowded to those that have limited 
space available.

Carson Elementary, for example, was built 
for 750 students but has more than 920 
students enrolled this year. Five portable 
classrooms have been added to the site to 
make room for the burgeoning enrollment.

“We do need to give them some relief,” 
Fyles said.

Similarly, neighboring Brouillet Elemen-
tary, built for 550 students, serves more 
than 640 students this year and also has 
portable classrooms on site.

The district has lost its ability to add many 
more of the portable units, which are 
detached from the main school buildings, 
because of the lack of plumbing, septic 

support, and storm 
water facilities, 
Fyles said.

Furthermore, 
while a handful 
of the district’s 

32 schools have some space in their main 
buildings, the district — the ninth largest 
of the 295 school districts in the state of 
Washington —  is “simply running out of 
room. The inn is full,” Fyles said.

Technology also is not equitable 
throughout the district, Fyles said. Only 
250 of the district’s 1,200 classrooms 
have a complete package of technology 
learning tools that meet district educa-
tional specifi cations, he said. The pack-
age includes interactive white boards, 
mounted projectors, document cameras, 

and sound systems.

“One thousand of our classrooms have turn-
of-the-century technology, which means 
we have some equity issues throughout the 
district,” Fyles said. “And even with the 250 
classrooms that do have the full technology, 
a lot of the equipment purchased in 2005 
and 2006 is starting to break down.”

Ihrig said he appreciates and thanks the 
55 percent of voters who supported the 
bond, but added more education is needed 
to help all voters understand the need for 
projects identifi ed in the bond this year.
He referenced a recent report to the board 
that projects the number of students antici-
pated to enroll in the district over the next 
decade. 

“We have an overcrowding situation cur-
rently, and it’s only going to get worse,” 
he said.

The aging technology districtwide and 
the disparity with what schools offer also 
must be addressed, Ihrig said.

“Part of our job as the board of directors is 
to ensure equity across the district to make 
sure that every school, every classroom, 
and every child has access to materials 
they need to be educated, to grow, and to 
achieve success,” he said.

Finally, he said older buildings are more 
diffi cult to equip to respond to safety 
concerns, and it is often costly to retrofi t a 
site. New buildings can be designed with 
safety at the forefront, he said.

To contact board members, visit the 
Puyallup School District website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 

The Puyallup School Board listens to Superintendent Tim Yeomans 
during a discussion about possible election options for the 2013-14 
school year following a failed school board measure in February.

Photo (left): George Wilfong (center) will be inducted into the National Wrestling Hall of Fame in May for lifetime service to the sport 
of wrestling — service that spans fi ve decades in Puyallup. Pictured with him in 2009 are two coaches who wrestled under Wilfong’s 
leadership as Puyallup High students and have both been named state Coach of the Year: (from left) Jim Meyerhoff, current Emerald Ridge 
High wrestling coach, and Mike Sowards. Photo (right): Rogers High Assistant Principal Willie Stewart (far right) talks about the track and 
fi eld team with coach Dan Carlson during spring practice. Stewart has been inducted into the Washington State Track and Field Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame. Read full stories about each of the honorees and see more photos of them on the district website.  

“I would invite any and all, whether you 
voted yes, voted no, or didn’t vote at all, 
to share your opinions.”

Board President Chris Ihrig  
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Where are they now?
This is the next article in a series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each issue of Connections 
features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, or Walker high schools. Stories and photos chronicle students’ travels and 
successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

Emerald Ridge graduate’s aviation career takes fl ight
As a student 10 years ago in Emerald 
Ridge High School’s aviation program, 
Nick Villani remembers the unique op-
portunity of being one of four passengers 
on a cross-country fl ight to Kitty Hawk, 
North Carolina.

From his seat at the back of a small 
twin-engine monoplane, Villani put his 
classroom skills to the test by reading 
navigation charts and helping with trip 
planning as the plane headed east for a 
centennial celebration of the fi rst human-
powered fl ight.

A decade later, Villani is now at the fl ight 
controls himself, having made a career out 
of a childhood dream that fi rst took fl ight 
in high school.

The 2005 Emerald Ridge High graduate 
was hired last year as a fi rst offi cer with 
CommutAir, a regional airline that oper-
ates under the name “United Express” 
for United Airlines. The company fl ies to 
destinations mainly in the Northeast and 
Midwest.

Villani fl ies about 90 hours a month and 
is co-pilot for up to six fl ights a day, each 
one averaging 40 to 50 minutes from 
takeoff to landing. 

He fl ies up and down the East Coast to 
destinations as far north as Manchester, 
Mass., and as far south as Fayetteville, 
North Carolina, with stops in between at 
cities including Cleveland, Indianapolis, 

New York, and Toronto.

While his home base is in western 
Washington, Villani’s work base is at 
Washington Dulles International Airport 
in Virginia. 

High school key to his success

Villani gives high marks to the Emerald 
Ridge High aviation program, as well as 
to the program’s former instructor Jeff 
Coleman, for helping to prepare him for 
success in a career he set out to achieve 
when he was 10 years old and a student at 
Pope Elementary.

“I was fl ying as an unaccompanied 
minor to my grandparents’ house in New 
Mexico, and the pilot invited me into the 
cockpit, gave me my pilot wings, and had 
me fl ick on the fasten seatbelt light,” Vil-
lani said. “I had always been interested in 
transportation and thought about being a 
train conductor, but at that moment I knew 
I wanted to be a pilot.”

In ninth grade at Stahl Junior High, Villani 
heard about a curriculum night at Emer-
ald Ridge High School and showed up to 
learn about its aviation program.

Aviation is a magnet program in the dis-
trict, which means it is the only one of its 
kind in Puyallup and is open to any of the 
district’s high school students. Other mag-
net programs include culinary arts at Puy-
allup High and Architecture, Construction, 

and Engineering 
at Rogers High.

In the aviation 
program, students 
take courses 
that give them 
an introduction 
to fl ight and, 
through the use 
of fl ight simula-
tors and other 
modern technol-
ogy, learn skills 
and knowledge 
about the physics 
of fl ight. A class 
is also offered in 
aircraft systems 
and structures. 

In addition to his 
required course-
work, Villani 
served on the school’s Aviation Advisory 
Committee and participated in its Avia-
tion Club. The club provides educational 
experiences and information related to the 
various career fi elds in the aviation indus-
try and helps students develop leadership, 
teamwork, and citizenship.

Only the teen didn’t stop there.

After returning from Kitty Hawk, he 
signed up for fl ying lessons at Pierce 
County Airport and, in his senior year, re-
ceived his private pilot’s license — a rare 

achievement for someone in high school 
and one that requires “a great deal of mo-
tivation,” said Jeff Coleman, his former 
aviation teacher and fl ight instructor.

Coleman, who with a retired airline 
captain accompanied Villani and another 
student on the fl ight to Kitty Hawk in 
2003, left his Emerald Ridge High teach-
ing job last year to become chief pilot 
with Kenmore Air. The airline 

continued on page 11

extracurricular activities.

He played percussion in band since fi fth 
grade, participated in drama productions 
since ninth grade, and sang in the school 
choir for the fi rst time this year. He has 
also been active in Key Club, Honor So-
ciety, and leadership, including serving as 
Associated Student Body (ASB) treasurer 
last year and vice president this year.

He plans to major in sociology or interna-
tional relations at a four-year college.

Ann Nguyen, Puyallup High

Puyallup High Senior Ann Nguyen is 
another former PAGE student who took 
QUEST classes in elementary school and 
went on to enroll in numerous AP courses 
in high school.

She passed all three AP tests last year, 
is taking several more this year, and 
has been accepted to the University of 
Washington where she plans to major in 
bioengineering.

Because of Nguyen’s career path, she 
said it was especially 
helpful as a PAGE 
student to be able 
to essentially fast-
forward a year in 
math by enrolling in 
Algebra I in seventh grade and geometry 
in eighth grade. 

“I want to thank all of my PAGE teach-
ers for challenging me academically and 
preparing me so well for high school,” 
Nguyen said. “Looking back, I can see 
what a benefi t it was to be challenged by 
my own peers.”

In addition to her academic achievements, 
Nguyen served in leadership in eighth 
grade and played on the volleyball team in 
ninth grade.

She has remained active in leadership in 
high school, including serving as ASB 
treasurer and participating in numerous 
community service groups and activities, 
including Viking Ladies.

Jacob McCallister
Emerald Ridge High

Emerald Ridge High senior Jacob McCal-
lister remembers his fellow PAGE stu-
dents as a group of kids who were “book 
smart,” but who also had a mix of other 
strengths ranging from sports and theater, 
to those who completed their homework 
on time.

“The special thing about PAGE is it’s for 
kids who wouldn’t otherwise have had 
a chance to be challenged as far as that 
program challenged them to grow intellec-
tually and socially,” he said.
 
Jacob’s father, Ezra McCallister, added, 
“The best part for Jake’s academic 
growth was the consistency. The teach-
ers he had all the way through junior 
high really knew their kids. There was 

no settling for aver-
age work from the 
smart kids. These 
passionate teach-
ers are driven and 
hold their students 

accountable in a way that others could 
not.”

He went on to say that McCallister com-
pleted so many of his basic high school 
requirements in PAGE that he could 
maintain his academic coursework while 
exploring his passions for music and 
drama once he got to high school.

Jacob has been integrally involved in 
theater at Emerald Ridge High and was 
a member of the school’s Hypocritz 
Comedy and Improvisation group. He 
also sings in the school’s two highest 
choirs — all the while taking two AP 
classes in his sophomore year, three in 
his junior year, and another three this 
year. He, too, has passed all of his AP 
exams to date.

This fall, he will attend Pacifi c Lutheran 
University and plans to major in theater.

When he was interviewed as an incoming 
seventh grader into the PAGE program, 
Jacob said he was excited to take high-
level classes with others who have similar 
academic interests. “I think it will be a lot 
of fun to be in, and I am looking forward 
to meeting lots of different people,” he 
said in 2007.

Six years later, the soon-to-be high 
school graduate likes to say he was a 
Kalles Junior High Tyee fi rst and fore-
most, who happened to also be in the 
PAGE program.

“By the time we left Kalles Junior High, 
I didn’t feel like I was a PAGE kid at 
Kalles, but just one of the ninth grad-
ers who all worked together to make the 
school a better place for everyone.”

New district website 
to launch May 15
A new district website designed to 
engage students, teachers, families, and 
community members is scheduled to 
launch on May 15.

“The goal is for people to have to 
make just one or two clicks to fi nd the 
information they need,” said Brian Fox, 
executive director of communications, 
information, and arts education. 

When the site launches, visitors will see 
a newly designed district Home page at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 

New school building websites will be 
phased in beginning this spring and 
continue through summer in time for the 
fi rst day of school on September 4. 

Walker High, Ballou Junior High, and 
Karshner Elementary school websites 
will be the fi rst building websites 
launched before school lets out in June. 

The school building websites will be 
integrated into the main district site as 
one communications platform. This will 
make it possible to send information 
quickly and easily to all 32 schools, Fox 
said.

Teachers throughout the district will 
also be developing their own websites 
during a phased-in process in the 2013-
14 school year and will discontinue 
using the TeacherWeb (SWIFT) sites.

The school district’s Communications 
and Information department and Infor-
mation Technology Center have been 
working with Edline to create the new 
website.

Gifted education
continued from page 3

Jacob McCallister (left) as a 
seventh grader in 2007 and 
(right) as a high school senior. 

“PAGE taught me I can be my own 
best motivator.”

Riley Burger

photo courtesy of Nick Villani

Emerald Ridge High 2005 graduate Nick Villani fl ies 
up and down the East Coast as fi rst offi cer with 
United Express.
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operates scheduled and charter seaplane 
and land plane service throughout west-
ern Washington, southwestern British 
Columbia, the San Juan Islands, and 
other destinations.

As Villani’s fl ight instructor years ago at 
Pierce County Airport, Coleman vividly 
remembers the teen’s fi rst solo fl ight.

“It’s nerve-wracking as an instructor see-
ing a student taxiing away from you on 
the runway and then taking off without 
you next to them. As I stood there with 
his parents, it was defi nitely like I was 
a hovering mother that day, but I was 
extremely proud of him.”

Villani said he did everything possible 
to learn as much as he could at school 
and, with Coleman’s help, made as many 
contacts as possible within the aviation 
industry. That included a job shadow 
with the chief pilot of a company that 
fl ew the Seattle Seahawks on private jets 
from Boeing Field.

Coleman describes Villani as “one of 
those students who stands tall in my 
teaching career.” 

“He’s one of those kids who really 
brings a smile to my face and makes 

me extremely 
proud to have 
been involved in 
his learning,” he 
said. “I never had 
a doubt he would 
be successful 
because he has 
always had a lot 
of knowledge and 
determination. 
When he fl ew 
to Kitty Hawk, I 
remember being 
impressed with 
his maturity and 
his ability to adapt 
to the real world.”

Post-high 
school  
education

After graduating high school, Villani en-
rolled at Green River Community College 
and spent two years taking aviation, math, 
and science courses before transferring to 
University of North Dakota.

Villani graduated in 2010 with a 
bachelor’s degree in commercial aviation, 
married his high school sweetheart 
(Emerald Ridge High graduate Heather 
Boykin, who is an attorney in Benton 
County, Wash.), and spent two years as 
a fl ight instructor before being hired at 
CommutAir.  

While much of fl ying is automated and 
based on instrumentation, Villani said he 
enjoys all aspects of piloting a plane, in-
cluding communication with the control 
tower, takeoffs and landings, and chatting 
with passengers.

He said he enjoys working for a small 
company, but also looks forward one day 
to being a pilot for a larger airline.

“I have always focused on fl ying as a 
career,” he said. “I love what I do.”

Graduate profi le
continued from page 10

food, furnishings, toys, and learning sup-
plies.

Melanie Williamson, a paraeducator 
(teaching assistant), oversees the room 
and said she is thrilled with the numbers 
of families that have used the support 
center in the fi rst three months. 

“We wanted a family-friendly place where 
people could come and get the resources 
they need and really feel connected to the 
school,” she said.

With one-fi fth of the school’s 500-plus 
students made up of English Language 
Learners, and a majority of those children 
from Spanish-speaking families, the Fam-
ily Room also provides a computer-based 
program that teaches adults how to speak 
English.

Spanish-speaking parents can come to the 
Family Room any time during the school 
day, sit at a table, put on headphones con-
nected to a computer, and learn English at 
their own pace.

Interpreter and paraeducator Silvia Awai 
is on hand throughout the day and at the 

monthly coffee chats with the principal to 
translate, answer questions, help families 
fi ll out school forms, and provide other 
help as needed.

Rosa Perez, whose son is in kindergarten, 
came to the Family Room recently to 
learn how to use the computer program 
that teaches parents English.

Perez said through the interpreter that she 
is thankful to have the Family Room and 
Awai’s translation because it helps her to 
communicate more effectively with the 
school offi ce staff and teachers.

Every Wednesday after school, Perez’s 
son joins more than a dozen other kinder-
gartners identifi ed as English Language 
Learners for one hour of small-group 
and one-on-one instruction in the Family 
Room. The extended day kindergarten is 
led by three paraeducators.

Firgrove Elementary families are also 
invited to the Family Room to use several 
computers set up for general purposes, 
such as accessing the school district web-
site or other learning resources.

Williamson said her goal is to schedule 
classes for parents to teach them computer 
skills such as how to access the Internet, 
how to fi ll out applications online, and 
how to fi nd Web-based resources to help 
children with homework.

PTA Vice President Stacey Reeve is an-
other regular visitor to the Family Room. 
On one recent morning, she spent time 
grading papers for her son’s fourth-grade 
teacher. She said she has room to spread 
out her work and feels it is less distracting 
for students than sitting in front of their 
classroom.

Slankard spent a recent morning working 
one-on-one with fi rst graders to help them 
learn to read while her preschool-age son 
played in the children’s activity area.

“The Family Room is great,” she said. “It 
is so nice that I can be a part of my kids’ 
education.”

Family Room opens at 
Firgrove Elementary
continued from page 4

A 2013-14 draft budget plan released last 
month proposes investing in instructional 
programs and services to improve student 
achievement while also outlining reduc-
tions and effi ciencies to meet an estimated 
$4.7 million shortfall.

“The goal is the improvement of instruc-
tion and student achievement,” said Chief 
Financial Offi cer Corine Pennington.

Pennington unveiled Superintendent Tim 
Yeomans’ draft spending plan last month 
during a series of community and staff 
meetings.

Participants were invited to submit written 
comments at those meetings for Yeomans 
and the fi ve school board members to 

Draft 2013-14 budget plan invests in student achievement
review before a recommended budget is 
released in August.

Federal sequestration cuts, estimated at 
$813,000, will affect the funding of sev-
eral federal programs — the largest being 
Special Education and the Title I program. 
Title I provides additional reading and 
math services to students in the district’s 
highest poverty schools. 

The next step in the budget preparation 
process is for Yeomans to present a rec-
ommended budget in early August. 

Visit the district website to read a com-
plete story about the draft budget, includ-
ing specifi cs about investments in instruc-
tional programs and services.

School board sets 
revised meeting dates
The Puyallup School Board has revised 
the dates it will hold its regular meetings 
this July and August, as well as during 
the 2013-14 school year.

The new meeting schedule approved 
last month moves the July 2013 school 
board meeting to the fi rst Monday (July 
1) and the August board meetings to the 
fi rst and third Mondays (August 5 and 
19).

Regular board meetings will also be 
held on the fi rst and third Mondays of 
the month in the 2013-14 school year, 
except for one meeting scheduled in 
December and July. 

Greg Heath won’t 
run for re-election
Veteran Puyallup School Board member 
Greg Heath has announced he will not 
seek a fourth term on the board, while 
Director Pat Donovan said he plans to 
run again for his board seat in the No-
vember 5, 2013 General Election.

People interested in running for one of 
the two seats up for election this No-
vember may apply May 13-17 through 
the Pierce County Auditor’s Offi ce.

Interpreter Silvia Awai (left) meets in the new Firgrove Elementary 
Family Room with (seated from left) Rosa Perez, Andrea Perez, and 
Adriana Escareno to share a computer program that teaches adults  
how to learn English. Looking on is Principal Lisa Russell-Nolan 
(standing) and (from left) Firgrove Elementary kindergartner Aaron 
Andres-Perez and Iker Lopez. 

Chief Financial Offi cer Corine Pennington presents the 2013-14 
draft budget during a community forum.

Nick Villani, second from right in the bottom row, 
gathers with Emerald Ridge High aviation program 
classmates in 2003. The group participated in a 
centennial celebration of the fi rst human-powered 
fl ight in Kitty Hawk, North Carolina.
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Students shine in theater and visual arts

Pablo and Poncho are no ordinary lizards.

The two bearded dragons, while seem-
ingly content in their glass enclosure in 
the Shaw Road Elementary library, crave 
adventure. Every summer, they escape the 
confi nes of their cage to embark on new 
travels.

Their adventures, including getting lost in 
the school library and crawling through 
the school mail slot to tour downtown 
Puyallup, have not gone unnoticed.

The inquisitive library lizards, who 
frequently fi nd themselves in precarious 
situations, are the main characters in two 
library books and the stars of a third soon 
to be released.

Shaw Road Elementary librarian Lynne 
Walton wrote the fi rst two stories and 
bound them as hardback books for display 
in the school library. 

The tales feature photo-
graphs taken by one of 
Walton’s friends that show 
the reptiles in a variety of 
locations, including posing 
with offi cers at the Puyal-
lup Police Station, touring 
Meeker Mansion, meeting 
the mayor at City Hall, and 
sitting inside a covered wagon at Karsh-
ner Museum.

The library lizards, which measure about a 
foot in length, have become literary giants 
in the eyes of the 508 Shaw Road Elemen-
tary students and their teachers. Each year, 
Walton reads their stories during class 
visits to the library.

In the process, students learn about local 
people, places, and events, as well as de-
velop a love for reading, Walton said.

Students can even earn “reptile reward” 
points to earn the privilege of holding the 
library lizards three times a year, provided 
they wash their hands before and after 
touching them.

Reward points are earned by showing 
responsible behavior such as returning a 
school library book on time and entering 
the library quietly, Walton said.

The bearded dragons’ popularity has 
grown so much since they arrived in the 
library four years ago that Walton orga-
nized a writing contest this year to give 
students in grades three through six a 
chance to co-author the next in the lizard 
tale series.

Walton wrote the fi rst half of the latest 
story, and more than a dozen students 
picked up where she left off.

The “Pablo and Poncho: Lost 
in Space” story begins with 
the lizards climbing out of 
their cage and into a rocket 
ship, which they mistake for 
the Space Needle.

They buckle their seatbelts 
thinking they are headed 
for the restaurant at the top 
of the Needle and, thinking 

they are ordering food, push a red button 
that instead blasts them through the school 
roof and into space.

Fifth grader Kira Falaschi, a self-pro-
claimed writer who is in the process of 
writing three books, is this year’s winning 
co-author.

Walton announced Falaschi as the winner 
during a pizza lunch and journal-making 
party held in the school library. During the 
award recognition, Walton praised each of 

the participants for writing creative stories 
with a skillful use of adjectives, adverbs, 
and similes.

“Kira’s entry captured us because it is 
more than a tale of adventure,” Walton 
said. “Woven into her storyline is the 
theme of reading for fun and information. 
The main characters (Pablo and Poncho) 
are surprised when they encounter aliens 
who read books. Will these well-read 
aliens be able to help Pablo and Poncho 
return to their home in the Shaw Road 
library? Our students are anxious to fi nd 
out!”

Falaschi was all smiles as her name was 
announced during the student author 
celebration.

“When I heard about the contest, I took 
my laptop to bed that night and stayed up 
late writing the story,” she said. “I was 
really excited.”

The story pairs with the school’s “rocket” 
theme this year, including a space display 
in the library. Walton has lined the walls 
in a sunken reading area with black paper 
and displayed cutouts of rocket ships, 
stars, and colorful cartoon-like Martians.

In the corner of the reading area is a fl oor-
to-ceiling papier-mâché silver rocket, 
which stands under a tissue-paper “black 
hole” on the ceiling. Walton changes the 
décor each year to match the school’s 
reading theme.

The idea to write the fi rst book about 
Pablo and Poncho started three years ago, 
Walton said, when she lost track of one 
of the lizards while working in the library 

after school. Students had already left 
school for summer vacation.

Walton said she often lets the bearded 
dragons out of their cage to get exercise 
when students have left for the day and 
she is fi nishing her work.

Bearded dragons are social creatures, Wal-
ton said, easy to care for, and “very mellow.”

On this outing, Walton lost track of Pon-
cho, who had climbed a bookshelf and was 
hiding behind a Laura Ingalls Wilder book.

The search to fi nd Poncho, in turn, 
sparked the idea of writing a story about 
the lizards’ adventures while students 
were on summer vacation, including the 
day Poncho went missing in the library. 
The story also teaches students about the 
types of books and reference materials 
that can be found in a library.

Walton began caring for Pablo and Pon-
cho, now ages 7 and 8 respectively, when 
they were given to her four years ago by 
a former Shaw Road Elementary student 
who moved to California.

Walton originally intended to care for the 
reptiles in the library for one year, “but 
they were such a big hit, we decided to 
keep them here. They are happy and get 
lots of attention.”

With the success of this year’s writing 
contest about the lizards’ adventures, 
Walton said she may repeat the literacy 
activity next year.

“Pablo and Poncho really have become part 
of our school community,” Walton said.

Library lizards get students excited about reading, writing 

Students have demonstrated their 
artistic talents in spring theater produc-
tions and art contests, and several have 
won top prizes in local, regional, and 
state art contests. More arts events are 
scheduled this spring, including drama 
productions, school “art walks,” and 
the annual Dan Vesey-Deb Munson Art 
Show. Students selected to have their 
work in the exhibit will be recognized 
at an artist reception open to the public 
starting at 6 p.m. May 22 at Karshner 
Museum. Visit the district website for a 
complete listing of all events and news 
articles about contest winners.

Photo: Emerald Ridge High 
students perform in the recent 
Guys & Dolls musical.

photo courtesy of Emily Bayer

Shaw Road Elementary librarian Lynne Walton celebrates the 
participation of more than a dozen student authors who competed 
in a contest to write about two library lizards lost in space.

Fifth grader Kira Falaschi holds Pablo and Poncho, the stars of her 
winning manuscript about the two lizards’ adventures in space. 
Falaschi reviews her story with Shaw Road Elementary librarian 
Lynne Walton.

Key dates for the 2013-14 school year, 
including the fi rst day of school, winter 
and spring breaks, and holidays are 
listed on the district website.

The fi rst day of school is September 4, 
2013.

Beginning this fall, the Puyallup School 
District will no longer schedule early 
school dismissal and late arrival each 
Wednesday. Rather, all schools will 
start one hour later each Monday that 
school is in session.

Both morning and afternoon kindergar-
ten will be held on Mondays; however, 
kindergartners will attend school for a 
slighter shorter time than on their Tues-
day through Friday school schedule.

Key dates set for 
2013-14 school year


